A phase II study: dose-dense carboplatin and paclitaxel as neoadjuvant chemotherapy in locally advanced cervical cancer.
This study evaluates the efficacy and toxicity of dose-dense weekly paclitaxel and carboplatin as neoadjuvant chemotherapy in locally advanced cervical cancer (LACC). We collected 23 cases of LACC treated with weekly paclitaxel and carboplatin for nine cycles: 20 patients had complete or partial response to chemotherapy and were submitted to surgery, 3 with poor response received chemoradiation therapy. Pathologic examination showed complete response in four patients, myometrial invasion <50% in nine and >50% in seven patients, parametrial involvement in two, vaginal metastasis in one and lymphovascular space invasion, with positive margins, in another case. Despite seven patients had radiological evidence of lymph nodes involvement at diagnosis, only one had nodal metastases. Five patients showed grade 3-4 of hematologic toxicity.